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of good will, friendship, understanding, and
unity across all the lines that divide us, that
can propel us into an even brighter era of re-
spect and success.

Now I would like to introduce the athlete
that has been chosen by her teammates to rep-
resent the Olympians here today, a person
whose grace and excellence on the ice—and I
must say, even more after the competition—
must have been a source of enormous joy and
pride, not only to her teammates but to all
Americans.

Ladies and gentlemen, Ms. Michelle Kwan.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:10 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Bill Hybl, president, and Dick
Schultz, executive director, U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee; Mayor Tasuku Tsukada of Nagano, Japan;
Mayor Deedee Corradini of Salt Lake City, UT;
and Robert H. Garff, president, board of trustees,
Salt Lake City Olympic Organizing Committee.
Following the President’s remarks, Michelle
Kwan, silver medalist in women’s figure skating,
presented a U.S. Olympic team jacket to the Presi-
dent.

Statement on Bipartisan Support for Patients’ Bill of Rights Legislation
April 29, 1998

I am extremely pleased that today at least
nine Republican Members of Congress joined
as cosponsors to H.R. 3605, the ‘‘Patients’ Bill
of Rights Act of 1998.’’ In announcing their
support for this legislation, they are sending a
strong signal that it is unacceptable for this Con-
gress to adjourn this year without passing a
strong patients’ rights bill.

I commend Representatives Ganske, Bass,
Forbes, Fox, Gilchrest, Graham, Horn,
LaTourette, and Leach for their leadership, and
I look forward to working with them. We have
learned again and again that when we reach
across party lines we can pass important legisla-
tion that improves our Nation’s health care sys-
tem. Making the ‘‘Patients’ Bill of Rights Act
of 1998’’ bipartisan provides new momentum to-
wards ensuring that a Patients’ Bill of Rights
will become the law of the land.

The ‘‘Patients’ Bill of Rights Act of 1998,’’
recently introduced by Representative Dingell,
provides long overdue protections that Ameri-
cans need to renew their confidence in the Na-
tion’s rapidly changing health care system. It
allows patients to see the specialists they need,
to get emergency care wherever and whenever
a medical emergency arises, to talk freely with
doctors and nurses about all the medical options
available—not only the cheapest, and to appeal
when they have grievances about their health
care.

I urge Congress to send me legislation that
gives Americans the health care protections they
need and deserve. I look forward to working
with Members of Congress on both sides of
the aisle to ensure that we pass a strong Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights this year.

Message to the Congress Reporting a Certification Required by the
Ratification Resolution of the Chemical Weapons Convention
April 29, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the resolution of advice

and consent to ratification of the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Development, Produc-
tion, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction, adopted by the Sen-

ate of the United States on April 24, 1997, I
hereby certify in connection with Condition
(7)(C)(i), Effectiveness of Australia Group, that:

Australia Group members continue to
maintain an equally effective or more com-
prehensive control over the export of toxic
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